SLSA 2026, University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil, August 25-29, 2026
RATIO ETHICA: Toward Epistemic Justice

Venues: University of Sdo Paulo (USP), Butanta Campus (FFLCH-USP, Milton Santos
Auditorium, Brasiliana Library, Japanese Culture House, among other places)

USP Organizers: Prof. Dr. Paulo Farah, Prof. Dr. Artur Matuck, Profa. Dra. Neusa Maria de
Andrade.

With the support of the Graduate Program in Humanities, Rights, and Other Legitimacies
(PPGHDL-FFLCH-USP) and SLSA.

2026 Conference email: jusepisteme@gmail.com

Conference website: To be announced

Conference submission site: To be announced

Submission deadline: January 15, 2026

Conference Theme

The international conference RATIO ETHICA: Toward Epistemic Justice invites scholars,
artists, writers, scientists, and practitioners from across disciplines to critically engage
with questions of epistemic justice and the emergence of Alterscience. At a moment when
climatic, social, and political crises destabilize established structures of knowledge, the
conference seeks to reimagine what counts as valid knowledge and to amplify
epistemologies historically marginalized or excluded.

Epistemic justice is proposed here not only as a corrective to inequalities in knowledge
production but also as a generative framework for constructing new, plural, and inclusive
intellectual futures. This paradigm calls for encounters across the humanities, social
sciences, natural sciences, arts, and emerging technologies. It requires us to rethink how
knowledge is produced, legitimized, and transmitted, while also examining its ethical,
political, and ecological consequences.

The event continues USP’s long tradition of interdisciplinary and critical inquiry while
deepening the international collaboration with the SLSA. Together, we aim to cultivate an
intellectual environment open to experimentation, dialogue, and transformative practices.

Areas of Interest--We welcome proposals addressing, but not limited to, themes such as:

e Emergence of an Alterscience: deepening the discussion on Alterscience as a
paradigm in construction, based on critical dialogue and the integration of diverse
knowledge.

e Anticolonial Perspectives: encouraging a critical and interdisciplinary approach
that considers all forms and lines of knowledge production, recognizing epistemic
plurality as the basis for promoting new narratives and possible futures.

o Insurgent Epistemologies and Decolonization of Thought: critique of
Eurocentrism and the valorization of Global South perspectives, challenging
hegemonic narratives.

¢ Recognition of Indigenous and Afro-Diasporic Knowledges: valuing and
integrating the rich traditions of knowledge of Indigenous peoples and African
diasporas.
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Knowledges and Experiences of Refugees, Immigrants, and Stateless Persons:
recognition and integration of the knowledges and experiences shared by people in
situations of displacement.

Planetary Governance and Social Innovation: discussions on models of global
governance that integrate sustainability and social equity, focusing on innovative
solutions.

Environmental Sciences and the Rights of Nature: recognition of nature’s agency
and advocacy of new ethical and legal frameworks for human-environment
relations.

Human-Animal Interaction: expanding ethics and epistemic recognition to include
animals as rights-bearing subjects, questioning anthropocentric models that
reduce animals to objects of exploitation.

Linguistic Diversity: promoting plurilingualism as a condition for epistemic justice
and the expansion of different forms of knowledge, resisting the silencing of
historically excluded voices.

Women’s and Children’s Rights: emphasizing the guarantee of full protection of
women’s and children’s rights, promoting the overcoming of violence and
inequalities affecting these groups.

Queer Cultures and Epistemologies of Dissidence: exploring forms of knowledge
and expression that emerge from LGBTQIAPN+ experiences, challenging norms and
constructing new possibilities.

Neurodiversity and the Autism Spectrum: integrating approaches that promote
psychological well-being and rethink notions of normality by questioning hegemonic
biomedical models, highlighting neurodiversity as a legitimate form of knowledge
production.

Public Policies and Mental Health: discussing the role of public policies in
promoting mental health by recognizing the limits of the biomedical model and
valuing community-based and integrative approaches, ensuring the universal right
to care.

Social Inclusion and Belonging: proposing environments that value diversity and
strengthen respect, equity, and the sense of belonging in society.

Institutional and Praxiological Critique: self-examination of academic practices
and university structures to identify and correct biases, reinforcing the university’s
responsibility in promoting social justice.

Dialogical Processes between Science and Literature: understanding how literary
processes—narratives, metaphors, myths, and fictions—can dialogue with science
in the construction of knowledge, highlighting literature as an instrument of
expression and social inquiry.

Dialogical Processes between Science and the Arts: exploring the multiple
interactions between science and visual, performing, musical, and multimedia arts,
creating space for aesthetic practices that expand the frontiers of scientific thought.
Digital Innovation, Technology, and Society: exploring technological resources
and their application in contexts of exclusion and vulnerability, promoting
autonomy, social bonds, and ethical practices in society.



¢ Psychoanalysis and Social Transformation: reflecting on the role of
psychoanalysis in investigating contemporary social phenomena, considering the
processes that shape subjective experience and influence collective dynamics, to
promote more integrated forms of sociability.

e Curatorships and Interventions in the Expanded Field: curatorial practices that
articulate art, science, and literature across disparate territories, producing new
regimes of visibility and cultural mediation.

e Speculative Fictions, Science, and Imaginaries of the Future: Exploration of
science fiction, speculative literature, and possible worlds as ways of questioning
and reinventing epistemologies. Dialogue between literary, mythopoetic, and
technoscientific narratives.

e Media Ecologies and Digital Epistemologies: Analysis of digital media and
artificial intelligence as new regimes of knowledge. Critical inquiry into algorithms,
surveillance, and digital culture.

o Technoscience, Ethics, and Critical Posthumanism: Reflections on bio art,
biotechnology, robotics, and post humanist perspectives. Ethical discussion on the
redefinition of the boundaries between human, animal, machine, and environment.

Addressed in an interdisciplinary way, these axes will enable the building of bridges
between different fields of knowledge and the emergence of new understandings of
Epistemic Justice.

The conference also welcomes proposals that, while not explicitly listed above, critically
engage with the broader theme of epistemic justice and alterscience.

Submission Guidelines
e Abstracts: 250 words maximum
e Short biography: 50 words
¢ Formatsinclude:
o Individual papers (20 minutes)
o Panels (3-4 participants, cross-disciplinary preferred)
o Roundtables (focused discussions, 60-90 minutes)
o Suggestions of artistic contributions (performances, exhibitions, multimedia works)
e Languages: English, Portuguese and Spanish.
Submissions should include title, name, affiliation, and contact details.
Submission link: [to be announced]

Important Dates [subject to revision]
Deadline for abstract submission: [January 15]
Notification of acceptance: [March 1]

Early registration deadline: [May 15]

Final registration deadline: [August 20]
Conference: 25-29 August 2026



